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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
QUESTIONS TO CALVINISTS. 

If the following questions are worthy of a place 
. your columns, you will please to publish them. 
1 Ifa doctrine, which damns a part of the hu- 
pen race, does not represent God as partial, will 
sot adoctrine which saves the whole do it? 

2 If it will, does not God will that which makes 
him a partial being ? 

3 If God has two wills, as you say he has, why is 
joubleemindedness condemned in the Scriptures ? 

4 If one of these is a secret will, how did you 
nin a knowledge of it ? 

5. If God intends to keep it secret, do you not 





n by revealing it ? 

6. Why did net our Saviour express which of | 
hese wills he meant, when he directed his disei- | 
ples to pray, “ Thy witt be done ?” 

» if this doctrine of two wills be true, how 
hall we construe that passage of Scripture which 
avs of God, “ He is of one mind ?” 

& Will you, if you can, be so faithful to your 
cause, as to produce one passage of Scripture, 
which speaks of a double-minded God ? 

¢. In harmony with your avowed belief, can 
you produce evidence to disprove the idea, that 
God's seeret will, and the Devil’s revealed will 
are exactly alike ? 

10. Isit not duplicity in any person, to reveal it 
as his will, to have that done, which he intends 
never to do, if he can ? 

11. Do you not represent your God as worse 
than your Devil, by saying, that he has revealed 
tas his will to have that done which he will not| 
do, although he can; while you contend that the 
Devil honestly declares that to be bis will, which 
ye means to do, if he can? 

. 12. Does God, in any direct sense, will, or 
earnestly desire the salvation of the whole world ? 

i3. If he does, will he not remain eternally dis- 
satisfied if the world is not saved ? 

14. If you will not answer in the affirmative to 
these last two questions, please to prove Deity 
unchangeable ? 

15. As you contend, that ‘ all mankind, by the 
iall, lost communion with God, are under his 
wrath and curse, and so made liable to the mise- 
ries of this life, to death itself, and the pains of 
vell for ever,” 1 wish you to inform me how 
God's elect, whom he always meant to save, could 
be thus made liable “ tothe pains of hell for ever ?” 

16. li “ all. mankind,by the iall, lost commu- 
vion with God,” why are we informed that God, im- 


| now, but only preparatory thereto, 





mediately after Adam sinned, communed with bim ? 


17. As you contend that the penalty of God's 
holy law is endless death, will you be so kind as 
to offer some reason why God should make a law, 
which demanded the eternal death of those whom 
he always meant to save? One question more, 
and I close for this time. 

18. According to Calvinism, who has the great- 
est reason to rejoice ? Gop, May, or Devir ? 

ALEXIS. 
— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
ESSAY ON WATER BAPTISM. 
(Continued from p. 232.) 

Water baptism was called the baptism of repent- 
ance for the remission of sins; both when admin- 
istered by John, and when administered by the 
disciples of Christ, and was never pretended to be 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost, either then or 
When Christ 
himself was bapiized of John, neither the water, 
nor John, communicated to him the gift. of the 
Holy Ghost ; but after he was baptized he prayed, 
and the heavens were opened, and the Holy Ghost 
descended directly from thence upon him. 

So in the Christian church, afterward, on the 
memorable day of Pentecost, when the apostles 
were ail filled with the Holy Ghost, Peter preach- 
ed to the surrounding multitude in such a convin- 
cing manner, that they were pricked in their 
heart, and said unto Peter, and to the rest of the 
apostles, “ Men and brethren, what shall we do? 
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be bap- 
tized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Here we find 
the same pretension as before, baptism of water ; 
the baptism of repentance for the remission of 
sins, preparatory to the receiving the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Although I have said that water baptism was 
administered as preparatory to the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost, yet | would not be understood as 
wishing, in any wise, to consider the baptism of 
water and the baptism of the Holy Ghost, as one 
and the same thing, or as inseparable in their na- 
ture and effects ; but would consider them as they 
are, the former a sacred rite in the hands of the 
church, and the latter the peculiar gift of God, 
through Christ. For, we leara from Scripture, 
that some received the Holy Ghost, previous to 
their being baptized, (Acts x. 44.) that many were 
baptized long before they received the Holy 
Ghost, (Acts viii. 12, 17.) and that Simon, the ser- 
cerer, was baptized, and perbaps never did re- 
ceive the Holy Ghost. (Acts viii. 13, 15—23.) 
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Many people, who are willing to be cousidered 
Christians, wili ask, What isthe wae of water bap- 
tism ? seeing it does not convey nor ensure the 
Holy Ghost. 1 answer, “ To obey is better than 
sacrifice.” Christ has required it, and it is our 
duty to do it. 

According to the ordinary means of salvation, 
the first thing to be done, after believing in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as a Saviour and Redeemer, is 
to be baptized with water in the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost : this 
is the baptism of repentance for the remission of 
sins; and by a compliance with this institution, 
we may safely and confidently trust, through the 
mercy of a Saviour, to receive the gift of the Ho- 
ly Ghost, if we seek it by prayer and supplication 
to the throne of Grace. For Peter said to the con- 
verts, Acts ii. 89. “ The promise is unto you and 
to your children, and to all that are afar off,” &c. 

When Christ was about to leave the world, he 
gave to his disciples a particular and striking 
charge, to “ go into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel to every creature, and to baptize them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost :” and to make them sensible of 
the perpetuity of their commission, he adds, 
“ And lo I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world.” Matt. xxviii. 19. Mark xvi. 
15, 16. Here we have a clear and unequivocal 
command. The apostles were to baplise those to 
whom they preached. Then with what were they 
to baptize? Certainly not with the Holy “Ghost ; 
for that high and distinguished baptism was the 
peculiar province of Christ bimself. Christ, and 
he-Only, was to baptize with the Holy Ghost; yet 
the apostles were to baplise all their converts— 
and as it was their duty to baptize, so it became 
the @ity of all who heard them to be baptized. 
Now the only question on this much controverted 
subject is this: What was the baptism that the 
apostles were commanded to administer ? The ve- 
ry expression of the command shows that it was 
not the Holy Ghost ; for they were to baptize in 
the name of the Holy Ghost. We might as well 
say that they were commanded to baptize with 
the Father and with the Son, as with the Holy 
Ghost. 

The way in which I proposed to proceed in this 
important inquiry is at hand io answer the ques- 
tion. How did the apostles understand it? Let 
us first know how they understood their commis- 
- ston, and then go and do likewise. I presume 
that every person who ever read the different ac- 
counts of baptizing, which are recorded in the 
New Testament, will admit that it was water bap- 
tism ; and that the apostles understood it in that 
Way, andin no other. When the apostles confirm- 
ed the Samaritans who bad been converted under 
the preaching of Philip, the deacon, and baptized 
by bim, it is not said that they baptized them with 
the Holy Ghost, but that they laid their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 


Hence it appears incontrovertibly evident, that 
the word baptize, in Christ's command to his apos. 
tles, was understood by them in that way ; that is 
that they were to baptize with water, in the ioe 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Some suppose that Christ called pi; dis. 
ciples, and authorized them to preach and baptize : 
and that they never were baptized: but on 44, 
subject, as well as on every other essential doe. 
trine, there is sufficient proof of the truth. Jobn 
iii. 22, 23, when properly considered, will oop. 
vince any one who seriously seeks for trath, tha 
Christ's disciples, whom he had called, were bap. 
tized of John. The passage reads thus: Afi, 
these things came Jesus and his disciples into 1h. 
land of Judea, and there he tarried with them 
and baptized. And John also was baptizing jg 
Enon, near to Salim, because there was much 
water there ; and they came and were baptized" 
The pronoun they manifestly relates to the disci. 
ples of Christ, who went to John and were bap. 
tized of him ; for Jesus himself did not baptize, 
but his disciples did ; and that in all probability 
not till after they were baptized of John. Lety; 
ask the question, Why did not Christ baptize 
them? The answer is obvious. Because he was 
only to baptize with the Holy Ghost: but John 
was commissioned from heaven, as were after 
ward the disciples of Christ, to baptize with we. 
ter unto repentance, for the remission of sins. 

if Christ did not direct his disciples to baptize 
converts, how came they to think of doing it? 
You answer, perhaps, Because it was a common 
practice among the Jews, If that was the only 
reason, and Christ did not mean to make bap- 
tism, as it were, the door into the Christian 
church, why did he not let them know it? When 
they erred in other matters, he always told them 
of their error: if they erred in this, why did he 
not correct them ? Nay, he suffered them to pro- 
ceed in it. He sanctioned it; insomuch that it 
was said of him, “ Behold he baptizeth, and all 
men come to him.”” And before he left the world 
he commanded it to be administered to all people, 
even unto the end of the world. To say that he 
commanded his apostles to baptize with the Holy 
Ghost, is worse than ignorance : for he himself, 
he alone was to baptize with the Holy Ghost; 
they were to baptize with water, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ; and in that he promised to be with thei, 
even unte the end of the world. 

(To be continued.) 
— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

As the season of the year which generally ush- 
ers in want and misery, is fast approaching, and 
as the poor of our own city have been much 
neglected, under the plea of advancing the cause 
of Christianity in the wilderness, and in the isles 
afar off—1 would respectfully suggest the follow- 
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Seeing the end will never justify improper 
means ; and seeing he is equally guilty, who, by 
threatening to fire his neighbour's house, obtains 
his purse as a peace-offering, as he who obtains it 
by force of arms, whether those who reach theic 
neighbours’ pockets, by insinuating that their av- 
arice or meanness will be told at the tea-table, or 


yabiy be called upon, ere long, to grant donations 


jor both purposes. ‘ ‘ 
Seeing there are multitudes of miserable ob- 


ects, suffering all the ills of poverty and disease, 
oder our immediate observation, whether we 
are not in duty bound to grant them relief, before 
ye dispose of any of our abundance to those we 


jo not know require our aid ? 

Seeing that true religion is manifested by our 
« visiting the fatherless and the widow in their 
afflictions,” whether the neglect of this Christian 
characteristic can be, in any wise, justified or pal- 
jiated by the plea, that we have given all we can 
aford to aid the foreign or domestic missionary 
cause ? 

Seeing the Almighty hath endowed every ac- 
countable creature with the gift of reason, and 
bath “shown him what is good, and what he re- 
quireth of him ;” and seeing he requireth of no 
man what be hath not given him ability to per- 
form ; and seeing a man’s moral acts are the only 
tests of his obedience, whether, according to this 
rule, those we call heathen, are not in as good 
condition as the orthodox of our city; who, by 
the mouth of their own prophets, confess they 
are in all things, and in their best moments, the 
vilest of the vile ; and are ambitious to be ranked 
among the chiefest of sinners—while almost all 
travellers unite in testifying to the comparative 
innocence of the unsophisticated inhabitants of 
the wilderness, or the isles afar off ? 

Seeing no man can be adjudged guilty of an 
offence against a law, of which he was utterly 
ignorant ; and seeing Christians generally unite 
in the confession, that man, in his besf state, is 
continually breaking the law, in thought, word, 
and deed, whether we are doing a charitable act, 
by striving to introduce a law, or burden, which 
“we nor our fathers were able to bear,” to an 
ignorant and comparatively innocent people : 
thus creating obligations which Providence, per- 
haps, had not designed as their rule ? for it is writ- 
ten, “that a man shali be judged according to 
what he hath, not according to what he hath 
not.” 

Seeing that “ where there is no law, there is no 
transgression ;"" and seeing transgression is the 
inevitable consequence of its promulgation, whe- 





ther those who know not the law, “but area 
law unto themselves,” are not in a more enviable 


and happy state, than those who have it daily set/ 


before them, and confess its constant violation ? 
‘and Christian affection. He told me he had not, 


mending us to do justly, whether any who have and would not do it. Sunday evening arrived, 


Seeing reason and revelation unite in recom- 


failed to pay their just debts, have a right to be 
generous at the expense of their creditors? 

Seeing the receiver is as bad as the thief, whe- 
ther we are in the line of our duty, as honest 
wen, when we solicit or receive alms of a bank- 
rupt, who, perhaps, by his failure, bas beggared 
his friends ; thus flattering his generosity, when 
we should chide bim for bis frauds ? 


,the congregation. 





proclaimed in the streets, are less guilty, than if 
they had exercised physical force to accomplish 
the end ? 

Seeing every act derives its denomination from 


the motive which produces it, whether that is 


charity which gives, because beauty begs, or fame 


MENTOR. 


trumpets the donation ? 


For tue Gospet Heratp. 

Dear Sir—Through the medium of your pa- 
per I wish to communicate to the public some 
few facts, which have transpired (I think) in Sep- 
tember last, in the city of Hudson, between 
the Rev. Mr. S. Dr. W. Mr. John Tainter, and 
myself. The reasons for making this communi- 
cation are amply sufficient to justify this course. 
It is currently reported, in this part of the State, 
that the Rev. Hosea Ballou, of Boston, made a 
public recantation of Universalism in Hudson, at 
the time above-mentioned ; that { met him in the 
broad aisle, and threatened him with excommu- 
nication, and that which is tantamount to endless 
misery. The reporters being called upon for their 
testimony, resorted to common report, and aver- 
red that it was true, that one of the best and ablest 
advocates had renounced Universalism and em- 
braced Calvinism. Mr. Tainter is, doubtless, the 
subject of this flagrant violation of honesty and 
truth. Of his character the public will, probably, 
soon have a true statement ; this is not my buai- 
ness ; I must confine myself to a detail of facts 
which are connected with this cireumstance.— 
Mr. T. made an appointment to make public his 
recantation, on a Sunday evening, at the Presby- 
terian meeting in Hudson. I had a personal in- 
terview with him on the Saturday preceding ; £ 
stated to him that I had been informed his recan- 
tation contained some scandalous assertions ; that 
he represented Universalism in @ worse light than 
he possibly could endless misery ; that he called 
the preachers of Universalism vagabonds, lars, 


| prefiigates, and villains. All this be plumply de- 


nied. 1 advised him, as a friend, to desist calum- 
niating those who had treated him with friendship 


and brought with it Mr. T. and his fulminations— 
I was present; and no one can imagine my sur- 
prise, on hearing T. deliver the same slanders that 
I noticed to him the day preceding : I heard him 
through, and arose at the conclusion to andeceive 
I did not, however, effect my 
object. I repaired to the broad aisle, where # 
wet Mr. 7. and the other gentlemen named: 2 
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gave Mr. T. my hand, and iv a friendly manner|life,) and that therefore the term can be under. 
inquired if he was in health; I then begged the| stood only as a synonyma for deo. Accordinely 
privilege of suggesting to him a few particulars|‘ The kingdom of heaven’ is a figurative hon a 
relative to his famous “apology.” I will relate} speech, which is used sometimes to denote the 
the conversation as a dialogue. Gospel dispensation ; see Matt. iii. 2. ; jy, 
T. (In an angry tone, and abrupt manner,) I|x. 17 ;—in other instances, the reign, the ds 
will have nothing to do with you, Sir. minion, the government which God has establish 
L. 1 have something to say to you, Sir. ed in the Christian Church ; see Matt. y 19 
Dr. W. (luterrupting,) I will have no difficulty in| xj. 11; xiii. 11." &e. This testimony Mr. C. mys 
this house—I have authority here. admit as final. It is so obvious, that no rationy 
L. I do not intend any difficulty. mind can, consistently, refuse assent to its truth 
Dr. W. Y shall prevent any and all conversation.| To Mr. C. we say, You cannot produce evidence 
L. (Addressing T) I was really gratified in| jin creation which will prove any thing more eo, 
hearing you unequivocally declare, (six or seven| clusive than the following, taken in connexigg 
different times,) that you never was a believer of} with your own concession. See Matt. xyi 27, 
Universalism. 28. “ For the Son of man shall come in the glory 
No reply. of his Father, with his angels ; and then he shall 
L. I regretted very much to hear you slander a| reward every man according to his works, Ver) 
connexion of people. ly I say unto you, there be some standing her 
No answer. which shail not taste of death, till they see the 
L. I lamented your depravity, and want of mo-| Son of man coming in his kingdom.” Mati. ; 
ral honesty, when I heard you represent, to this| 23. « But when they persecute you in this city, 
congregation, that you had the fellowship and| flee ye into another : for verily I say unto you, ¥e 
countenance of the Universalists. You never had| shall not have gone over the cities of Israel till the 
their fellowship—you well know that your appli-| Son of man be come.” The reader likewise cap 
cation was rejected; and on account of your|turn to Matt. xxiv. 34. Mark xiii. 30. Luke yy) 
character being morally bad. 22. Christ, therefore, came in his kingdom, in the 
No reply. glory of his Father, during the generation {o 
Rev. Mr. S. You had better go and do likewise.} whom he addressed the parable in question. The 
L. Thank you, Sir. Mr. T has confessed that| chapter commences with the very phrase whieh 
he has committed Aigh-handed villainy, and the| Mr. C.has admitted, so far from necessarily refer 
most abominable and wicked crimes. I cannoi imi-| ring to another world, posterior to the present, 
tate his example, therefore must reject your ad-| that it “is a figurative form of speech, which is 
vice. used sometimes to denote the Gospel dispensa- 
Idid not threaten Mr. T. with endless mis-/tion; and is adopted when it is manifest that the 
ery nor annihilation ; 1 merely told him that the} place of dominion suggested is earth, and not 
public would be made acquainted with his true} heaven.” We tell Mr. C. that he cannot produce 
character. This is a plain simple statement of| one instance where this “phrase is used to de- 
facts, which actually occurred at the above place ;| note earth,” &c. where it is so manifestly clear 
should any doubt it, there is testimony abundant.) and supported by positive testimony, as the case 
Yours, &c. before us! You have but one alternative, if you 
Cooperstown, Oct. 17. G.B.L. |refuse this. You must prove that Christ actually 
——=——— came, agreeably to his declaration in Matt. xxiv 
REVIEW of the Curistiax’s Vanr-Mrcum, by! 34- during that generation, and previous to bis de 
Hoorer Cummine, A. M. " | livering the parable in chap. xxv. or admit that 
(Continued from p. 228.) he came during that generation ; and that, wher 
Opposers of the salvation of God for all men) (emphatically when) he did come, the things spo- 
must acknowledge, of Matt. xxv. 31 to 46, in-|ken of in chap. xxv. 31—46, actually happened 
elusive, either that it is literal, or a parable. If| There is not a proposition in nature clearer that 
taken literally, sheep and goats, and not men, are | this ; and we tell all men, that they cannot obvi: 
the parties concerned. If a parable, it is not lit-| ate the incontestable evidence contained in it! 
eral, but wholly figurative ; and the question then| We therefore ask Mr. C. whether ail the wick 
is, What is the meaning of these figures? &c.| ed, of Adam’s race, were actually sentenced an¢ 
Mr... bad the singular good fortune to furnish} sent to an endless hell, during the generation when 
@ with testimony which will be to the point, and| this parable was spoken? Can you, Sir, in the 
which, coming from himself, we hope he will ad- face of testimony, afforded by your own conces 
mit as good authority! In his 188th p., in his | sion, assert 30 monstrous a contradiction and ab- 
chapter on Baptism, he says, “ The phrase  surdity ? Whatever may be the proper under 
m Gacde.a raw sgavur, is adopted when it is man-, standing of the passage in question, yours is in 
ifest that the piace of dominion sugzested is earth,| evitably wrong! The testimony is positive that 
and not heaven ; (we presume Mr. C. means in| Christ should come, during the then generation 
this mode of existence, and not posterior to this; That nations should be separated, not individuals 
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dis glory was not manifested during the continu- 


ance of the Mosaic, or law dispensation, but by 
ve destruction of the temple at Jerusalem, and 
ne establishment of the Gospel of his kingdom. 
The Jews, emphatically, are the nation cast off 
a the left hand, and the Gentile nations on the 
right, ave admitted to the knowledge and partici- 
ation of the promises. The state prepared for 
» devil and his angels, is a state of darkness, the 
consequence of unbelief. Let it be rem-mbered, 
that in the absence of all other testimony, the fol- 
lowing is irrefutable evidence of the falsity of the 
view taken of this passage by the self-styled or- 
thodox world; namely—The Scriptures are full 
to the point, and declare, in the most unequivocal 
language, the destruction of the Deril and his 
works! It is contended that the wicked, as des- 
cribed in Matt. xxv. 46. go into the place prepa- | 
red for the Devil and his angels, &c. and that their 
durance and suffering shall continue endlessly. 
We demand an answer—If this place was prepa- 
red for the Devil, &c. will this place, (or state) 
continue longer than the Devil continues? The 
endand object of the Mediatorial kingdom is the 
destruction of the Devil and his works, and the resto- 
ration of those subject to bondage! Is there a ration- 
al man who, in the face of the numerous testimo- 
vies, familiar to every one, with which the Scrip- 
tures abound, wiil presume to say, that Christ 
will cease to act as Mediator, in the various char- 
acter of Prophet, Priest, and King, before this is 
accomplished ? «an this be accomplished, and 
one of the human race remain in bondage, in the 
place, or state, prepared for the Devil and his an- 
gels? Ifthe Devil is the deceiver, and his works 
deception and sin, where can sin be found after it 
is destroyed ? Does not this testimony apply lim- 
its to the very existence of the Devil, in tdentity ? 
and does it not, likewise, limit the continuance of 
his works, and prove, beyond the power of refu- 


the 


p 





tation, the punishment or suffering mentioned in 


these things be fulfilled.’ The parable, commen- 
cing at the 31st ver. of chap. xxv. containing the 
passage under discussion, commences with the 
declaration, “ When (emphatically when!) the 
Son of man shall come in his glory,” &e. the 
things spoken of shall take place. We again re- 
peat it, Did Christ come, agreeably to his decla 
ration in the 24th chap. prerious to making this 
declaration in the 25th ? If not, then the coming 
spoken of in the 25th chapter is the same coming 
mentioned in the 24th. This is too plain to be 
misunderstood. The evidence is unanswerable 
And the repeated and positive declarations of 
Christ, that he would come during that genera- 
tion, and that some of those to whom he addres- 
sed himself should not taste of death until he 
came in his glory, make aconfutation of our pre- 
misses an absolute impossibility! At all events, if 
there be any who are of a contrary opinion, we 
should be gratified to have them make the experi- 
ment ! 

We now, agreeably to promise, will prove Mr. 
C. ina gross error, relative to his declaration that 
the “phrase evs acavas acwvww is, in every instance 
applied, both in the Septuagint version of the Old 
Testament, and in the original Greek of the New 
Testament, to an unlimited (endless) duration.— 
It is never used lo express a different idea.” We 
have remarked, of the Septuagint version, &e 
that it affords no evidence to the point. Never- 
theless, to accommodate Mr. C. we recommend 
for his perusal the following, from Cruden’s Con- 
cordance, which, Mr. Cruden being a firm believer 
in endless misery, cannot be considered as warped 
to favour Universalism ! 

Under the word “ rrernat,” we have the fol- 
lowing—* The words eternal, everlasting, for ever, 
are sometimes taken for along time, and are not 
always to be understood strictly ; for example, it 
is said, Gen. xvii. 8. ‘1 will give to thee and to 
thy seed the land of Canaan, for an everlasting 


, 


the passage under discussion, to be limited? It) possession.’ And in chap. xiii. 15. ‘1 will give it 
does. The hypothesis which denies these premis- 'to thee and to thy seed for ever,’ that is, for a long 


ses and their conclusions, gives the lie to the | space of time. 


And in Gen. xlix. 26, we find ever- 


Scriptures, and assigns a reign and dominion to | lasting hills, so called to denote their antiquity, 


the Devil, as extensive and durable as the reign 
and dominion of the King of Heaven! God be 
praised, this testimony is true—an era is ap- 


| stability, and duration ; and this expression is 
| 


used to shew the long continuance and durable- 
ness of Joseph's blessing. God promises a throne 


proaching, when sin, death and hell, shall be des- lto David, an eternal kingdom, a posterity that 
troyed,and loud Hallelujahs reverberate from the | will never be extinguished ; that is, that his and 
remotest borders of His creation. |his son’s empire will be of a very long duration. 

The word aussor, in this passage rendered | 2 Sam. vii. 16. 1 Chron. xvii. 14. that it will be 
eternal and everlasting, is, of necessity, limited by | even eternal, if hereby the kingdom of the Mes- 
Mr. C.’s own premisses, and by the united voice|siah be understood. Thus, thou shalt be our 
of all God’s holy pfophets and apostles! But to! guide from this time forth, even for ever ; that is, 
settle this question, we introduce the testimony, in| during our wuote tire! And in many otber 
point, of Christ. His disciples asked him, (see) places of Scripture ; and, in particular, where 
Matt. xxiv. 3.) saying, “Yell us when shall these the word for ever is applied to the Jewish rites and 
things be ? and what the sign of thy coming, and’ privileges, it commonly signifies no more than du- 
of the end of the atavos,” rendered world. Christ ring the standing of that commonwealth, or until 
answered, and declared, (ver 34.) “ Verily I say ‘the coming of the Messiah, Exod. sii. 14, 17. 
unto you, this generation shall not pass till all Num. x. 9.”" 





238 


We cannot well forbear asking Mr. C. “ whether 
our translators were aware” of Mr. Cruden’s at- 
tempt “ to instruct his fellow-mortals,” &c. and 
whether Mr. Cruden is “ utlerly ignorant 2” We 
are of opinion that Mr. C. has touched a string, 
whose vibrations will sound very unpleasant in 
his learned ears! Leaving Mr Cumming and Mr. 
Cruden to settle the Greek phrases in the Septua- 
gint version, &c. at their leisure, we proceed to 
examine Mr. C.’s bold assertion, as it relates to the 
Greek Testament. 

First. The phrase quoted by Mr. C. from Rev. 
xiv. 11. we give him the definition of the venerable 
Charles Thompson, late secretary to the Congress of 
the United States! And we have no hesitation in 
telling Mr. C. that Mr. T. can teach him Greek, 
profoundly as he is learned! namely, “ For ages 
of ages.” Mr. C. must confess, that seventy years, 
applied to the age of man, is a pretty long age. 
Two of these make ages. But, to settle this mat- 
ter at once, it is only necessary to recur to chap. 
xiii. where it is declared, those “ that dwell on 
the earth shall worship the beast ;’’ not those that 
are in another mode of existence! It is likewise 
declared of the beast, that he should “ continue 

forty-two months ;” which, according to the ortho- 

dox method of calculating prophetic time, is 1260 
years. Now the passage in question states, that 
they “who worship the beast have no rest day nor 
night.” ‘Therefore, the beast being worshipped 
on earth, accounts for the phraseology, day and 
aight ; which we think Mr. C. will not coniend 
means another world. Indeed this passage is so 
very plain, that it is quite superfluous to say ano- 
ther word. And when it is considered, that, with 
the exception of this passage, this phrase is never 
used to denote the punishment and suffering of 
any of the race of Adam ; and in this passage is 
declared, in its connexion, to be on earth, Mr. 
C. must retire from the battle-ground very much 
discomfited ! 

In Rev. xx. 10. it is declared of the Devil, that 
he “ shall be tormented day and night for ever and 
ever.” Mr. C.’s long phrase is here found in the 
original. Mr. C. will oblige us, by informing how 
the Devil can be tormented day and night, when 
day and night shall cease, and the Devil be des- 
troyed! 

Again, This phrase is used to denote the dura- 
tion of Christ’s mediatorial kingdom. But the 
mediatorial kingdom will end, agreeably to 1 Cor. 
xv. 24. “ Then the end, when he shall have deliv- 
ered up the kingdom to God, ever the Father ; 
when he shall have put down all rule, and all au- 
thority and power.” The reader will judge be- 
tween Mr. C. and the Universalists, and place the 
“ presumptuous ignorance” to the account of the 
right owner. 

Of Mr. C.’s 146th p. in which he labours hard to 
prove there is no alteration beyond the grave ; 
particularly by quoting Eccl. xi.3. “In the place 
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xix. 42. altering it, however, from a CONVictiog 
we presume, that the original would not answer 
his purpose! We say, that Mr. C. on his = 
premisses, having “more sin than holiness 
would profit much by allowing the truth of na 
premisses ! Mr. C. asks, of Christ, « Why didi, 
in a single sermon, thrice declare, in reference 1, 
the torments of the damned, that ‘their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched,’ ” Will 
Mr. C. inform what is meant by the word worm 
in this passage ? It is declared, “ The soul that in. 
neth, it shall die.” Is it the soul? Did Mr.¢ 
ever “cut off’ his members when they offended 
him? When Mr. C. qualifies this passage, ang 
makes a loophole sufficiently large to craw} 
through himself, we will engage that all the jy. 
man race will follow him! Supposing Mr. C. had 
quoted the 49th verse, “ For every one shall be 
salted with fire,” &c. how would it agree wit, 
many of his strange opinions ? 

Mr. C. in ». 147, says, “ We call the attentior 

of every ciadid man to the following tex: 
‘ The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all thy 
nations that forget God.’” Ps. ix. 17. The sam 
prophet, David, declares, “Thou hast delivered 
my soul from the lowest hell!” Again, “ All no 
tions whom thou hast made shall come and wo; 
ship before thee,O Lord.” We believe both pas 
sages—they are easily reconciled. Mr. C. wher 
he was wicked, was in hell. He must admit this, 
or deny the Scriptures. Jonah declares, “ Out of 
the belly of hell cried 1, and thou heardest mj 
voice.” When “ All the ends of the world shall 
remember, and turn unto the Lord, and all the 
kindreds of the nations shall worship before him, 
agreeably to Ps. xxii. 27. the nations will be d& 
livered from hell! 

Mr. C. continues, “ He that believeth not shail 
be damned.’ Mark xvi. 16. * Except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish.’”” Luke xiii.3. Mr 
C., if not now, has been an unbeliever, and, on 
his own premisses, was damned! It is in the pre 
sent, not future tense. When Mr. C. proves that 
the persons, on whom the tower at Siloam fell, 
were made endlessly miserable, we shall consid- 
er him to have some evidence; and that the de- 
claration of Christ, “ Think ye that they were sin- 
ners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? | 
tell you, nay,” to be inexplicable. 

Mr. C. next introduces 2 Thess i, 7—9. “The 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire, (Is not my word 
like as a fire? Jer. xxiii. 29.) taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall 
be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power.” We have proved this coming to have 
taken place during the generation who lived at 
the time these words were spoken! 

Mr. C. continues, “ The bour is coming, in the 





where the tree falleth, there it shall be.” Luke 


which all that are in their graves shall hear the 
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Son of man, and shall come forth : 
e done good unto the resurrection of 
that have done evil unto the resur- 

tion of damnation.” John v. 28,29. This isa 
we uble, and consequently figurative. Literally, 
Tbe dust returns to the dust, as it was; and the 
init to God who gave it.” Will the unconscious 
dast be damned? The grave, literally, contains 
ping else! The reader, by consulting Dan. xii. 
: ® which is a lel passage, and relates to 
the casting out of the Jews from their city, tem- 
re,and worship, and the ending of the law dis- 
psation, Will find a solution of this passage.— 
Phis parable had its fulfilment in that genera- 
Ou: C. continues, and introduces the parable, 
and acknowledges it to be a parable too,) of the 
rich man and arus. Mr C. must acknow- 
iedge that the word in this passage rendered hell, 
is aby, the same with 1 Cor. xv. 55. The grave 
is figurative of darkness ; the state of the Jews, 
who are prefigured by the rich man, as the Gen- 
tiles are by Lazarus. Having discussed these sub- 
iects at large, we shall not now tax the patience 
of our readers with a repetition of their exposi- 
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(To be Continued.) 
EE 
For tHe Gospet Herarp. 


Tothe members of the Presbyterian Church, and 
ihe Standing Committee of thirty-six reverend 
clergymen, appointed in May, 1821, for publish- 
ing your Constitution, Faith, &c. 

Having recently bad your faith under consider- 
ation, { found, under the head ‘ Religious Worship 
and the Sabbath day,’ P. 104, the following words, 
“The light of nature sheweth that there is a God, 
who hath lordship and sovereignty over all ; is 
zood, and doeth good unto all ; and is therefore 
to be feared, loved, praised, called upon, trusted 
in,and served with all the heart, and with all the 
soul, and with all ihe might.” 

The foregoing is undoubtedly published that 
your own people may have before them, what 
they have confessed to be the truth of God ; and 
for the inspection of all others, that they may be- 
lieve the same, and be embraced _ as breth- 
ren. If fam capable of understanding the true 
meaning of the passage, (and if 1 know auy thing 
of myself, Lhave no desire to give it a meaning 
not iatended,) it is this: That by the light of na- 
ture, only, there is a God, who hath sovereignty 
over all men, yea, every man. That he, God, w 
good, and doeth good to all ; yea, every man ; and 
that this is the reason why all men, yea, every man, 
ought to fear, love, praise, call on, ‘rust in, and 
serve God, with all the heart, soul, and might !— 
Ifthis is not the meaning of the passage, | con- 
fess Iknow not what is meant. 

Under the head “Gop’s ETERNAL DECREE,” 
p. 21, I read, “ By the decree of God, for the 
manifestation of his glory, some men and — 
are predestinated unto everlasting life, and others 
foreordained to everlasting death. These angels 
and men, thus stinated and foreordained, are 
particularly and unchangeably designed; and 
their number is so certain and definite, that it can- 
not be either increased or diminished.” 

This, no doubt, is also lished, that your 
own people may have before them what they 

co to be the truth of God ; and that 
others may believe the same, and be embraced 
by you as brethren. Now, brother Calvinist, if I 
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you call the decree of God ? You contend that all 


men, meaning every man, “are in duty bound, 
even by the light of nature, to fear, love, ise, 
call on, trust in, aad serve God, with all the heart, 
soul, and might ;” and this for benefits conferred : 
while, on the other hand, you say a of man- 
kind are predestinated, (determined beforehand) 
and foreordained particularly, and unchangeably 
designed for eternal death, or hell! And the num- 
ber is so certain and defined, that it cannot be 
inereased or diminished ! 
Suppose God should have decreed, for the 
manifestation of his glory, one half of the thirty- 
six reverend gentlemen who have sanctioned ‘the 
decree as the truth of God, (and there is no eri- 
dence that they are not as subject to this decree 
as any others,) and myself, to eternal death, Are 
we bound to love, praise, call on, trust in, and 
serve God, for this his act? I would repeat it, Are 
we bound to /ove, praise, and trust in God, for 
this his act ? Will you say, you do not wish thus 
to be understood ? but for the benefit of havi 
being conferred on us, together with food an 
raiment, for afew short years, and then consigned 
to endless death, or hell, is sufficient cause for us 
to love, praise, and trust in God! 1s this your un- 
derstanding ? 
I would bring the question home to the bosom 
of every Calvinist who may read these lines, and 
pray he may contemplate the subject, until he 
can give an answer that will satisfy his own 
mind. And to the reverend clergymen, who by 
their names have sanctioned the faith alluded to as 
the truth of God, that they would, from the pulpit 
or the press, show, for the benefit of their own 
ople, and the world, what is te be afderstood 
y such (as I conceive) a war of sentiments. Show 
the reprobate, who attend on their own preach- 
ing, how reasonable it is, even from the light of 
nature, for them to love, ise, serve, and trust in 
God, and contribute by their to their support. 
If this cannot be done, and continue to re- 
ceive their money, | would ask, Can you say they 
have the value received ? 

i have no desire to offend any, however much 
we may differ in faith; being fully convinced 
that God is the Father of us all, and loves all the 
human family. I am therefore induced to bring 
before my Calvinistic brethren, the God-dishon- 
ouring and heart-rending view of their own faith, 
in the hope that they may see the error thereof, 
and be brought to the knowledge of the love of 
God to ail, in creation, preservation, and redemp- 
tion. Then will they look up to God, as the 
common Father of all mankind, and hail as @ 
brother, W. 

—=_— 


“ Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in 
a guide ; keep the doors Ml thy mouth from her 
that lieth in thy bosom. For the son dishonoureth 
the father, the daughter riseth up ) er her mo- 
ther, the daughter-in-law against her mother-in- 
law ; @ man’s enemies are the men of his own 
house. Therefore I will look unto the Lerd ; I 
will wait for the God of my salvation: my God 
will hear me.’ Micah vii. 5. 7. 

The world of mankind have been justly com- 
nw to a shambles—-to a scene of butchery, 
jood and slaughter! There is no safety in man, 
under the dominion of the passic= for fame, con- 
uest, or riches. He has an object in view exclu- 
sively for himself, and considers all men as his 
competitors ; and, in proportion as they are likely 
to be suce i, his enemies. The cruel wars 
and intestine commotions which have convalsed 





have given your own meaning of the first Mas 
mage alluded to, what am 1 to with this, which | nations, and 


armed brother against brother, until 
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every social principle was destroyed, and hu- 
manity itself buried beneath the ruins which in- 
satiable power has generated ; to say nothing of 
the countless numbers of wretched expedients 
which are resorted to, and prove prolific nurse- 
ries of haman wretchedness, prove, incontestably, 
the truth of the declaration of the prophet. There 
is no situation exempt from danger; no condi- 
tion, which will present barriers to the war of 
conflicting passions, which, like a deluge, sweeps 
with a besom of destruction, life, property, and 
reputation, ina moment; and, “ like the baseless 
fabric of a vision, leaves not a wreck behind.” 

“ This world,” said an eloquent writer, ‘ may 
seem a paradise to fools, but it is an hospitalto the | 
wise ; a world, in which a bare escape isa prime | which madden all who eat thereof, and che. 
felicity.” Experience, in proportion as it arms the|them of their reason It is impossible for +, 
recipient with knowledge, divests him of many of | body to be healthy and free from inquietudes, 
those pleasing visions, where hope and desire | long as the most insignificant member is disease; 
cheated the willing mind with unreal objects, and | How wretched, then, is the present body of 1), 
fancy, busy in future schemes, beguiled, in de-| earthly man, the great family of Adam? How , 
lightful anticipations, the present hour of haff its| rious are the causes which produce this miser, 
sorrows. Experience—W hat is it? “Tis but a re-| destroy the course of the secretions which wouj) 
cord of human aggressions.—'Tis a schedule of | otherwise, administer to the moral health ay¢ 
all the varieties of human crime—A chronological | happiness of the system, by affording a supply i 
table, where virtue is huddled into obscurity, and | all its members, and nourish them with all’ tj. 
vice located with pedantic precision ' charities of social life, and all the virtues whies 

Where is the man, whose frail bark has loosen- | foster human existence, and embalm, in frien 
ed her fastenings, and balf-seas over, has encoun-|ship’s tears, the relics of departed member 
tered the gales and quicksands which betide his| Should an individual sever the arteries whic 
course, who would not gladly barter his wisdom | convey the blood, and consequent life, to the 
for the quiet of unlectured, inexperienced confi- hand, he would be pronounced mad with insanity 
dence? Can the casualty of to-day inspire confi-| But should the same individual sever, with mai. 
dence to-morrow ? Will the treachery of the pre-| cious pleasure, the courses of human happines. 
sent moment destroy future suspicion? Never!) and deprive thousands of all that can smooth the 
In this ocean of doubt and suspense, this chaos of boisterous sea of human existence, he would be 
trouble and uncertainty, there is no compass to| caressed for his valour, and praised, for the only 
guide—no friendly beacon, to warn the mariner | reason, that his eulogisis were as crazy as himself 
of sunken rocks, or the storms which await him—! Sin, like a contagious disease, has contaminated 


The whole race of Adam, in their destiny 
as much connected, and have as certain a — 
thy, as any one of them, individually, can hay... 
the members of his own body. “ Christ is 
of every man.” Should the hand proclai 
gainst the foot, or the foot against the 
would not be more incongruous, than the 
contentions which now exist inthe World, bet we, 
the members of the great human family. Ma; : 
ONE! Itis ignorance of this sublime truth, w 
is the fruitful cause of so much disaster Confe: 
ing passions are the effect of unnatural com! ie 
tions, when humanity is severed of its ties 
principles and motives grafted into the paren 
stock, which poison the juices, and produce: fruit 
; , 
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no haven of safety, where his frail bark can refit,|the whole man. “From the crown of his head, 
and, with renewed strength, buffet, with certain- to the sole of his feet, there is no soundness in 
ty, the tempestuous sea of human existence—save him.” How striking is the similarity between 
one! That, is the chart of Heaven—the compass, the anatemical figure of the individual, and tle 
pointed with the finger of Omnipotence ! “ There- |whole family of Adam? The connexion of the 
fore, I will look unto the Lord; I will wait for| members, and their mutual dependence, is not 


my God will hear me !”| more strikingly evident in the one case, than in 


the God of my salvation 
\the other. Is a member wounded? sickness ep- 


a 


* Rejoice not agains! me, O mine enemy : when I 
fall, I shail rise again ; when IT sit in darkness, 
the Lord shall be a light unto me. [will bear 
the indignation of the Lord, because I have sinned 
against him, until he plead my cause, and exe- 
cule judgment for me: he will bring me forth to 
the light ; I shall behold his righteousness.’ Mi- 


| sues throughout the whole system! The hand sui 
fers with the foot, and the foot with the band 
| Thus communities, members of one great bod) 
| sicken ;—thus, they die! ; 

God, alone, the Almighty Physician, can pro- 
vide a remedy for all the diseases of the human 
family, and restore them to health and happiness 
No man can trust him in vain ; or fail of succour 


eah vii. 8, 9. . in his dependence upon the God of Jacob. He 
The finger of uncertainty has marked the mu-| will raise us from the pollutions of the fall —The 
tations of human life, and left, in indelible im-/light of his countenance will pierce the darkness 
print, a ledger of disappointments, for future gen-| of human imperfection ; irradiate the mind ; ex- 
erations to read, in the universal language of ex- | ecute judgment for the oppressed ; “lead him by 
perience. The hill of man’s existence is bestrew-|the side of still waters ;” and “show him His 


ed thick with difficulties. Its brow is ascended 
with vigour, from an impulse derived from the 
expectation of the good which is to be found at 
the summit. Its acclivities are uniformly rough, 
but are surmounted at first with alacrity, which 
abates as the traveller progresses on his journey ; 
and should he escape the numerous caverns 
which, unseen, entomb the sreater number, a 
sight of the barren snow-clad top, puts a final pe- 
riod to conjecture, and the nerveless pilgrim, sick- 
ened at the sight, rolis, in disgust and disappoint- 
ment, down its opposite extremity, until he is en- 
guifed in a pitfal, or broken by being precipita- 
ted from some of its numerous points and projec- 
tions. Then 
“ Life’s poor play is o'er.” 


Righteousness.” 
——— 

POPULAR CATECHISM. 
Ques. Which are the greatest sins ? 
Ans. Those which our neighbours commit! 
Ques. Which are the least sins ? 
Ans. Those which we commit ourselves ! 
—E——— 
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